Students at colleges across the country have been holding initiations for new students for 
known for having clubs with odd traditions. While some people atgue th^Jjiese clubs are forms 



Small women's colleges teiwl to have sisterly bonds bdw^n freshmen and junior classy as wdl 
stiidAdi^ 

la sptodying the beginnings of the women's college institutions^^ Amy McCandless argues 
that the wonm's coll^ \w a "pe^^" fa^Hi^ fe^ 

1930. The soutiim ivoman in particular was unable to really ejqjress her true ideas because of 



^d^ng the female students' advancement in society. By taking part in these activities. 



behavior that would need a man to curb. Another approach made by scholars is to look at the 

harassment from the so|tai^^.^ It bssame a way of incorporating the new freshmen into the 
mxEwi^fy wsd to Mow tern to ^^^ j 

rither ihm frivolous, heLcws 'wmmm:wm> mm&mm s^as in a 
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iie beginning of Sweet Briar College, freshmen have been the butt of 
Through the Hall," which had a stanza written about each class, pokes fiin at the 



course a pest - so were the rest, Comin' through the haU5 

Busmen memmq^m^to mhs^w^mm, ^Mek m& tmsf^nsiia 
Handbook, ^rons, green hair ribbons on pigtails, and @-eeEi b^4? b^a^ame tb© symbol of the 
alassi m^^w w« nrndi m m i^^^^t^^ Aeld at the beginning of the 
school year. Freshmen were required to cotet the _s%nattM^, of ^kssmM oa^ 
mit mm msm ^^ky^ predcJ^aiiUy on the Vm apron was worn for tlie first 
three weeks of school until Fou35der'sI%, Jf fresfan» p to^' ifet i^^^ 

beads, which would signify them as beiilg a tehman 



Freshmen were coijsidered the new and inexperienced members of the Sweet Briar 
activities, but that came after initiation. In the Student Handbook, which one student jokingly 
"traditions" are basically what the freshmen cannot do. Freshmen are instructed got to sit on the 
upperclassman in line at the Post OfiBce, Book Shop, the Boxwood Inn,, and aU 



recorded in the Student 



toing into the ^40^ 



"10002,1^4. 1919- 1923 Scrapbook. Sweet Briar Archives. Sweet Briar College, Sweet Briar, VA. 
* They could walk to Amherst, but only under : 
^KloTO^ 1919^1920 gem of the Sfijdeift H^idfeteok, 



I, theine shall be a day set aside as Freshman-Sophomore Day, run by the 



In the beginning of the 1940s, the United States faced the onset of World War H in both 



impending seriousness and adversity, they continued on with ±eir initiations and clubs. If 



l^laitiation, in particular, stands out. The sophomore clas^ ^w^M ia chai^e of tlKs 

instructions for the freshmen on school bulletin boards. These instfi^QOS include^, "13 pi^ails 
^md ^^^Mmm toit- a bird' s nest on a string.'^ After 

tolmi^ scrambled to fiiul Ml tiii% the 

5^s toWtlimi^A, te ^ey looked, sounded, and acted lij^ the Gestapo," 

tt^ Swe^Bdftr News. Ti^ t^»?iett «e ^^desed oaA^ hsis^ to^ m iie ite. 
bead sophomore, referred to as Miss Hall, then requested an essay on "Why and Because" and 

were being ordered around by the sophomores, the juniors, the sister class of the freshmen, came 



the freshmen were assembled outside to await thek next instructions. The activities were all 
of themselves. From the freshmen class, eight students mm ^sen to perform various silly 



' Student Handbook (1906-present). Years 1939 until 1944. 

* It is interesting to note the references being made to "air raids" and "the Gestapo" is used since the United States 
had just entered World War n only a year prior to this paiticalar initiaticau 
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tasks, and, as they did so, the rest of the freshmen were ordered on their knees, facing the wall, 
toir bird' s nests. Until the Freshmen Circus was performed Saturday evening, the freshmen had 
jmds," and "holding funerals." 



editorial feom Octobear 1 1» 1944"^ a so^^cmre; mites oa behalf of Membm of *47, **Ttai&;^^ls 
disapprove of this letter must remember that at a meeting last year at which we discussed 
iiH^^^don, pimyf^^ a^inst it as itJiow st^ck^" This partioikrsopham^ feels tet 
MtWon proc^ is sill;^ and Is fli>tliK0 pitrt 0f being at college. She claims that, amoi^ the 

those who don't of lacking class or school spirit. She believes that psychologists might label the 



childish eniotions." Although freshmen, she says, say they will never forget the mitiation, they 

continues^ "are te^hin^ a wondq^ul lesson on how not to win friends and influence people." 

mmm&r, it is me* the next wmk by two lett^s to the Edl^r^. Botfe letters are written by 

^{!l«)iaw:es M nothii^JTO^^ a»4 were Wt acting chUdi^y. "We do not believe that any such 
Smm of hazing have been going on toil 



i%ES diaUenge of the fun ^de of sttxiaitt' K fxmes ■ 
occuned on June 6, 1944. The atfitude of this student could be interpreted as taking things seriously, especially 
during a time of war. Her attitude also reflects those ideas of McCandless, who suggests the idea of frivolity versus 
and educsttion. 
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asserts that "initiation has been a deciding factor in getting everyone acquainted. It has helped 
the sam^ as well, so these freshmen see the initiation, as a rite of pass^e, Both letters also assert 
mt "with agrain of sdt"" 



^Ibe inrobleio" of i;^e^teiB:iittitionmthth@sted^tb^ A 
ruling from 1906 was addressed, in which it was stated that there should be no hazing at S^s«i 
Briai:^^. It seem that Dr. Qlass im loeik^^^^ te be^ ktoe^ i^te sMmts^ 
jfjrst to the freshmen class. After meeting with the freshmen, Dr. Glass then met with the entire 



have been one of the best regulated initiations..." it would be in the better interest of the college 



elements of the past initiations^ but it would be better to "obtain them in some other way." The 



Three months later, an Orientation Committee is formed, comprised pf five seniors, six juniors^ 



iMs^intervention of die fasulty was once a^m placic^ Sweet Sriai: stud^ts back on tfc^ 



^dies. While the 



im 



Moteatix:^ atiQrieiM;ation iooxmitte^ 



"Yours Tiii|y„.tlifi Public." Sw^BriarKews. Vol. XVn No. 4 f October 18, 1944)4 

Even though the article states "Board of Directors," I think the author of the article meant "faculty." 
^® Dr. Benedict supported the idea of a society "embraciiig aU the student^ while allowiDg the girls to group 



^bmseh^ into cl^Jters according to dieir afBsities.^ 



students readjusted themselves without their three week long initiation. Freshmen would be on 




While Sweet Briar does not have any sororities, it does h^ve small student cUibs 
tmto 

each one unique - which started as ways of identifying members, Th^ all enM mm mtt of 

passed down from one gener^ipn of memb^^s to th© Mtt Each Mti^toi k si^Ms^mi to^f 

im^^^f%B genml public. tMf mimtt -vto were tapped knevTI^^ 
-unijiiiii^ttei. HmMte Wi^eeswi^ kn0m^^ Wies"i^ t^ 
4 memb^ of the club, referred to as their "mom." Lineages within the club 

as- wdl as their "club ancestry." Each club had rules and officers, who were selected by their 

tap clubs formed a self-governing method that continues to this day. As one student commented, 

effect, the honorary clubs consist of outstanding members of the Sweet Briar community. These 

For every t3{) club, there is alv^ays a rival tap club. Rivalries among ciubs cmi be traced 



siuteit Uteraiy society in qyestipn at ^e 1906 toity m^^^ tWr llval, the Ain'ts 'n' Assist 
p^fom pSTd^^^ C^IM^M Cittta ii^#ltos dramatic presence of the Paints & PiiMfS. In 
I923,m3i^mm^p OS (SaJCpm tot gafai^ arival clubii« Tau Phi, 
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Brewer, Cam. "Do S. B. Honoraiy Groves Add to Our Caucus Life?" Sweet Briar News. Vol. 2^ No. 5 
(October 31, 1951)2 



.¥.§ m not gain a rivd club, the Bum Chums, 

m4m Orientation Committee 1945-'46 school year, tap clubs continued the traditions of 
&^knen kiti^c^. 

perfect, they are the humbling side of the Sweet Briar Community.^^ These rival clubs draw 

.©^4 be laWii^as fi^itm ti&mmt, mM m& 
ill charitable in naMe;fli^^:*.«)plv interest and activity for the whole campus. ..not just 



After the controversy over freshman initiation arose, the fa^y r^e^is^ tte all 

semester. This new policy conflicted es|)ecMy with to ^misoi^t^tt^ Q.V^ Mew 
Q.¥:*S ediiJ im^mmiki ^itm w^s^^wM ipi^ Step Singing oift^sophomore y^. 
The current Q, V. policy at this timehad been t^ ek^ i^roioibw* ^d of s^^er 
mi ^Hkb ^^^m M i^igi^rt^^. Wil^ M^^ifc^ the publishing of member mm0 
msM p3 Mo effect^ the wem mm^m^- id^M^J^t^A M mmi^ m^im^ i^^lg^ lhe 
purpose of the Q.V.s' secrecy. The faculty also declared that, if the cli#'^, not willing to 

be deemed illegal according to the college by-laws. The challenging of the Q. V. policy really 
honored. The Board's intrusion upon the "rules" had challenged the tradition that the 
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CtogMung Scrapbook (1965-1968). Sweet Briar I^i^^ 
Bstev^ Sweet Ttm^ ^^ism^Mrke^M^tm- 
Brewer, 2 

The May 8, 1 947 edition of Ite fwm Briar News published three articles m the policy and 
torn the studem point of view, hi'ttie "Letfcpfs ;^ |be Editors" section, students began proposing new ways of 
aflowing fee Q.V.s to continue then- secretive^?^ without being revealed pubUcly. By moving the election date of 
the new inductees to the beginning of their sophomore fell semester. 
Spring Step Singing without fearing their id^otities being revealed 
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t© l:eep going. The ^©rtstooktfe^telditionv^ seriously. The feet that 
Sf^Singing shows, that they did not consider the club a frivolous accoutrement of the women's 



^ *The Q. V.s function to maintain as much unity and class spirit as possible during 

J. hmiAg W^m,:^ @Ii2b sm^mpap»s% wik^ 
just being an inane secret society. This challen^g of the pedestal ideology eyentuaUy ^iQwed 

So did all of these traditions really cause college girls to regresa into chii4i|tfe bth^yior? 



1940s into the 195Qs, theBum Clmm mmsid ik& QQHwi^me$ m 
^ iSfettgi W»f^«iilii rftef teeWod plants and cookies to student, 

pofit% they woyl4 fwarchiw^rB^fei fm the icoU^gs, .lifet a bookshelf iaS^C^k 
Ifc fc^ili l^l^^jl^med silly aM lacking puipose, they actually were h^^oc^ 



Throughout the 1940s, clubs organized themselves into helping with the war effort. The Bum 
managing the Red Cross bandage rolling that went on throughout the school year.^^ Students, 



and they wanted to keep them around. 



^ Gordon, 36 
1947)2 

^ Bum Chum Scxapbook (1968-1969) Sweet Briar Museum. Sweet Briar College. 
^^^angMuugScrapbook (1965-1968). Sweet Briar Museum. Sweet Briar College., 
^ tei amm Sc^)boGJc (I36S-1969) Sweet Briar Mus^^ Sweet Briar CoUege. 
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Maf McCandless' "pedestal ideology" gave forth the notion of young Southern women 



college in order to broaden their knowledge and to delve deeper into academia. White tilij^ m^^- 



student clubs. With traditions like initizttion, tfeey created 4 CQXmjroal bond that would last for 

college^ it can be noted that these ypupg yvowm ted ttp fyx ^to tb^y wasted - som^hmg 1^ 
to i^kmm mi mm^--%-ommm^i ttA- stud^t-run clubs establishedfcir oivn sti® 
pedestals that sm^ my to oji^sing vi^siQus of the "pedi^ club." F»%^ ^^a^^ ics 
iJStarf^ mi itaMlM and put these studarts back on their pedestals, were met yM^ a tmck 
lash of 01^^^^ »«I4 )ra«te sia^ce tb^n^ m 

MAAiyuGation. 
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